[Favorable course of hepatitis B virus reactivation with hepatocellular insufficiency by a treatment combining corticoids, foscarnet and ganciclovir].
Reactivation of hepatitis B virus replication is a rare event during the natural history of chronic hepatitis B. However, the clinical presentation may be severe and an effective therapeutic protocol must be established. We report a case of spontaneous reactivation of hepatitis B virus infection with liver failure. For the moment, no medical treatment has been defined in this situation. A combination of corticosteroids and antiviral drugs (foscarnet and ganciclovir) resulted in clinical and biological recovery, and HBV elimination. If the efficacy of this combined treatment is confirmed in a larger population, this new physiopathological approach should be considered whenever life threatening liver failure occurs.